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" It is frightful, I am lost/ he answered, and kept on
walking.
"'Why? What is it?'
" T>o you know by what contract I am bound to Stel-
lovsky ?'
" 'You once mentioned this contract to me, but I do not
know its clauses.'
" 'Well, then, have a look.'
"He went to his desk, handed me a paper, and resumed
his pacing.
"I was horrified. Not only did Dostoevsky receive a laugh-
able sum for his previous works, but he was bound to deliver
for November, that is to say, five months after the signing
of the contract, 'a new novel, unpublished, containing at
least one hundred and sixty printed pages of large size/
failing which, Stellovsky acquired the right to publish
Dostoevsky's future works without remuneration.
" 'Is this novel well advanced?' I asked him.
" 'Not a line is written.'" (From Miliukov's Recollec-
tions.)
Miliukov suggested gathering together several friends,
dividing the task among them, and writing the work in com-
mon.
"I will never agree to sign other people's work/' said
Dostoevsky.
Then Miliukov suggested dictating the novel to a stenog-
rapher. Feodor Mikhailovich hesitated; he feared that he
would be unable to adapt himself to this new method of
working. And where would he find aa able secretary?
"I will take care of that/' said Miliukov*
The next day, October 2, Miliukov went to Olshin who
directed courses in shorthand for women, and explained his